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he cross waited in utter silence, 

her unmoving limbs empty and 

barren. Her form was bent and 

broken, fashioned by uncaring 

hands into a scaffold of shame. Soon, lost and 

violent men would raise her rugged timbers 

into the unforgiving skies of Jerusalem. 

In their anger and fury they would plunge 

heavy nails into her bark and fasten a 

condemned man onto her frame. She waits 

in the shadows while the chilling winds of 

Mt. Calvary begin to howl in agony for the 

one who would die in her arms.

JOSEPH M. MARTIN

Foreword



The cross of Christ 
is a pillar of truth to guide me.

The cross of Christ 
is a shield to overshadow me.

The cross of Christ 
is a tower of strength to protect me.

The cross of Christ 
goes before and behind me.

The cross of Christ 
is above and beneath me.

The cross of Christ 
is on my left and on my right.

The cross of Christ 
is within and about me.

How wonderful the cross of Christ!

It brings life, not death; 
light, not darkness.

It is the wood on which the Lord, 
like a great Warrior, was wounded 
and died for the sin of the world.

A tree had destroyed us;  
a tree now brings us life. 
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CANTICLE OF THE CROSS - SATB

NARRATION:

Jesus and his followers lingered in the temple where He continued to teach them a 

new way.  The people treasured every word, but the Chief Priests, scribes and 
elders tried to disrupt His preaching.  “Look how the whole world seems to be 

following Him,” they said.

 

Jesus knew that the hour was near for Him to leave the world and return to the 

Father.  He understood that His sacred sojourn to Jerusalem had been a steady, 

unrelenting procession to the cross.  

 

Later, as He gathered with His chosen ones for Passover, Jesus broke bread and 
blessed it.  “Take and eat.  This is My body.” 

 

He poured wine into a chalice and gave it to them and said, “This is the blood of 

the covenant which is poured out for many.”

 

How could they have known that even in their final hymn of benediction, He was 

once again teaching them of grace?  For saturating every holy word He chanted, 

and lavished upon each solemn note He sang, was the bittersweet song of the 
cross.
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NARRATION:

Jesus and his followers lingered in the temple where He continued to teach them a 

new way.  The people treasured every word, but the Chief Priests, scribes and 
elders tried to disrupt His preaching.  “Look how the whole world seems to be 

following Him,” they said.

 

Jesus knew that the hour was near for Him to leave the world and return to the 

Father.  He understood that His sacred sojourn to Jerusalem had been a steady, 

unrelenting procession to the cross.  

 

Later, as He gathered with His chosen ones for Passover, Jesus broke bread and 
blessed it.  “Take and eat.  This is My body.” 

 

He poured wine into a chalice and gave it to them and said, “This is the blood of 

the covenant which is poured out for many.”

 

How could they have known that even in their final hymn of benediction, He was 

once again teaching them of grace?  For saturating every holy word He chanted, 

and lavished upon each solemn note He sang, was the bittersweet song of the 
cross.
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NARRATION:

The Garden had always been a special place for Jesus.  As He walked among the 

olive trees of Gethsemane, did He think of Eden and the tree that had brought 

death to His beloved creation?  “Where are you?” He had called to His children in 

the cool of the day.  

 
Now He was calling them again.  By His message of grace, He was drawing His 

creation back to the garden.  This time, the tree in the center of it all would not 

bring death but life everlasting.  The emotion of it overwhelmed Him and He fell 

to the ground in anguish.  Over and over He cried, “Father, let this cup pass from 

Me.” 

 

Then at once a deep peace flooded His spirit and He spoke, “Father, let Thy will 

be done.”  His words resounded through the lonely garden, and for a moment it 
seemed the evening breeze stood breathless and still.   
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NARRATION:

The Garden had always been a special place for Jesus.  As He walked among the 

olive trees of Gethsemane, did He think of Eden and the tree that had brought 

death to His beloved creation?  “Where are you?” He had called to His children in 

the cool of the day.  

 
Now He was calling them again.  By His message of grace, He was drawing His 

creation back to the garden.  This time, the tree in the center of it all would not 

bring death but life everlasting.  The emotion of it overwhelmed Him and He fell 

to the ground in anguish.  Over and over He cried, “Father, let this cup pass from 

Me.” 

 

Then at once a deep peace flooded His spirit and He spoke, “Father, let Thy will 

be done.”  His words resounded through the lonely garden, and for a moment it 
seemed the evening breeze stood breathless and still.   
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NARRATION:

He had been a Carpenter.  Wood and nails had been His trade.  Now, He gazed 

upon the wooden cross before Him, and for a moment He remembered a gentler 

time. 

 

Then soldiers laid the heavy beams of the cross upon His shoulders, and at the 

crack of the whip, the condemned Carpenter began to walk the winding road up to 

the place of the skull.  With each step He took, the cruel timbers beat out a 
rhythm of death and despair upon that stony path.  The song of the cross began to 

moan like a dirge as the cries of a violent mob filled the air with the music of 

grief and sorrow.  The Carpenter fell beneath the cross.
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He had been a Carpenter.  Wood and nails had been His trade.  Now, He gazed 

upon the wooden cross before Him, and for a moment He remembered a gentler 

time. 

 

Then soldiers laid the heavy beams of the cross upon His shoulders, and at the 

crack of the whip, the condemned Carpenter began to walk the winding road up to 

the place of the skull.  With each step He took, the cruel timbers beat out a 
rhythm of death and despair upon that stony path.  The song of the cross began to 

moan like a dirge as the cries of a violent mob filled the air with the music of 

grief and sorrow.  The Carpenter fell beneath the cross.
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NARRATION:

The cross of Christ is a pillar of truth to guide me. 
 
The cross of Christ is a shield to overshadow me. 
 
The cross of Christ is a tower of strength to protect me.
 
The cross of Christ goes before and behind me.
 
The cross of Christ is above and beneath me.
 
The cross of Christ is on my left and on my right.
 
The cross of Christ is within and about me.
 
How wonderful the cross of Christ!  

It brings life, not death; light, not darkness.  

It is the wood on which the Lord, like a great Warrior, was wounded and died for 
the sin of the world. 
 
A tree had destroyed us; a tree now brings us life.  
 
The Christ of the Cross is all in all to me.  Prev
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