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NARRATION:

Hear this word from the prophet Isaiah:

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.  On those living 

in the land of deep shadows, a light has dawned.

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to 

Jerusalem; and proclaim to her that her struggles are at an end.  Her sins 

have been redeemed; and the Lord’s hand has poured out grace upon her 

sins.  Listen!  There is a new voice calling in the wilderness, “Prepare the 

way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for your God.”

 

(Light the candle of Prophecy.)

CANTICLES IN CANDLELIGHT - SATB

  PREVIEW ONLY



&
?

b

b

22

22
ACCOMP.

œœ œ œœ œ œœ. œœœ
.

.˙ œ
.

Lightly (h = ca. 92)

P

5

œœ œ œœ œ œœ. œœœ
.

.˙ œ
.

œœ œ œœ œ œœ
.

œœœ
.

.˙ œ
.

&
?

b

b

4

œœ œ œœ œ œœ
.

œœœ
.

.˙ œ
.

œœ œ œœ œ œœ. œœœ
.

.˙ œ
.

œœ œ œœ œ œœ. œœœ
.

.˙ œ
.

œœœ œœœ œ̇ œ

œ œ œ œn
cresc.

&

?

&
?

b

b

b

b

8

Ó Œ œ
Re

∑

8

œ œ œ ˙..˙̇ œ

˙ ˙̇

F  unis.SOPRANO

ALTO

TENOR

BASS

œ œ œ œ
joice, re joice, a

∑

Œ œœœœ Œ œœœ

œ Œ œ Œ
F

9

9

œ œ œ œ
gain re joice! Pre

∑

Œ œœœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

- - - - -

13

Words and music by 

JOSEPH M. MARTIN (BMI)

Incorporating tune: SCHULZ
by JOHANN A. P. SCHULZ (1747-1800)

Copyright © 2014 by HAL LEONARD - MILWIN MUSIC CORP.

International Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved. 

Duplication of this publication is illegal, and duplication is not granted 

by the CCLI, LicenSing or OneLicense.net licenses.

PREPARE AND CELEBRATE

  PREVIEW ONLY



&

?

&
?

b

b

b

b

11

œ œ œ œ œ œ
pare ye the way of the

∑

11

œœ
.

Œ œœœ
.

Œ

œœ
.

Œ œœ
.

Œ

˙ Ó
Lord.

Ó Œ œ

Re

‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙ ˙

F  unis.

∑

œ œ œ œ
joice, re joice, a

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇

˙ ˙

- - -

&

?

&
?

b

b

b

b

14

∑

œ œ œ œ
gain re joice! Pre

14

˙̇̇ ˙˙˙
˙ ˙

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ
pare ye the way of the

˙̇ œ œ œœ œ œ ˙̇

˙ ˙

∑

w
Lord.

œœ œ# œ œ œw

˙ Œ œ
.

- -

&

?

&
?

b

b

b

b

Œ œœ œœ œœ
Let val leys

∑

.˙ œœ œ œ ˙
ww

P

P

17

17

œ œ ˙
rise and grow.

∑

œœ œœ œ œ œ œ

wœ œ ˙

∑

Œ œ œ œ
Let moun tains

œ œ œ œ œ œ˙
.˙ œw

P-

-

 14 

CANTICLES IN CANDLELIGHT - SATB

  PREVIEW ONLY



&

?

&

?

b

b

b

b

20

∑

œ œ ˙
be made low.

20

œ œ œ œ œ œ˙
˙̇ ˙̇b

Œ ˙̇ œœ
Al le

Œ ˙̇ œœ

Œ ˙̇˙˙ œœœœ
˙ ˙w

F

F

F

˙ ˙
lu ia!

˙ ˙

˙˙˙̇ ˙˙˙
Œ ˙̇ œœ

unis.

unis.

- - -

&

?

&

?

b

b

b

b

23

œ œ œ ˙
Sing to the Lord!

œ œ œ ˙

23

˙̇ ˙̇̇œ œ œ

˙ ˙

œ œ œ ˙
Sing to the Lord!

œ œ œ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ˙̇ ˙̇b

˙̇ œœbb œœbb

Œ œ œ œ
Pre pare, pre

∑

Œ ˙̇˙˙n œœœœn

ww
f

f

- -

&

?

&
?

b

b

b

b

26

˙ ˙
pare the

Œ œ œ œ
Pre pare the

26

œœœ
.

œ. œ
.

œ
.

ww

f

w
way.

w
way.

œœ œ œœ œ œœ. œœœ
.

.˙ œ
.

F

∑

∑

œœ œ œœ œ œœ. œœœ
.

.˙ œ
.

∑

∑

œœœ œœœ œ̇ œ

œ œ œ œn

6

-

15

CANTICLES IN CANDLELIGHT - SATB

  PREVIEW ONLY



&

?

&
?

b

b

b

b

30

Ó Œ œ
Re

∑

30

œœœ
.

œœœ
.

œœœ
.

œœœ
.

œœ
˙ ˙̇

F œ œ œ œ
joice, re joice, a

Ó Œ œ

Re

Œ œœœ
.

œœœ
.

Œ œœœ
.

œœœ
.

œ Œ œ Œ

F

31

31

œ œ œ œ
gain re joice! Preœ œ œ œ
joice, re joice, a

Œ œœœ
.

œœœ Œ œœœ
.

œœœ
.

œ Œ œ Œ

- - - - -

- - -

&

?

&
?

b

b

b

b

33

œ œ œ œ œ œ
pare ye the way of the

œ œ œ œ
gain re joice! Pre

33

œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ

œœ Œ œœ
Œ

˙ Œ œ
Lord. Re

œ œ œ œ œ œ
pare ye the way of the

œœœ
Œ œœœ

Œ

œ Œ œ Œ

œ œ œ œ
joice, re joice, a˙ Œ œ

Lord. Re

˙̇˙˙ ˙̇̇

˙ ˙

- - -

- - -

&

?

&
?

b

b

b

b

36

œ œ œ œ
gain re joice! Preœ œ œ œ

joice, re joice! Pre

36

˙̇̇ œ œ˙˙
˙ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ
pare ye the way of the

œ œ œ œ œ œ
pare ye the way of the

˙̇ œ œ œœ œ œ ˙̇

˙ ˙

w
Lord.

w
Lord.

œœœ œ# œ œ œ œ œ

w

- -

- -

 16 

CANTICLES IN CANDLELIGHT - SATB

  PREVIEW ONLY



&

?

&
?

b

b

b

b

Œ œœ œœ œœ
Let earth re

∑

œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œw
ww

39

39

F

F

œ œ ˙
sound with praise.

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

wœ œ ˙

∑

Œ œ œ œ
Let hearts be

œ œ œ œ œ œ˙
.˙ œw

F-

&

?

&

?

b

b

b

b

42

∑

œ œ ˙
filled with grace.

42

œ œ œ œ œ œ˙
˙̇ ˙̇b

Œ ˙̇ œœ
Al le

Œ ˙̇ œœ

Œ ˙̇˙˙ œœœœ
˙ ˙w

f

f

f

˙ ˙
lu ia!

˙ ˙

˙˙˙̇ ˙˙˙
Œ ˙̇ œœ

unis.

unis.

- - -

&

?

&

?

b

b

b

b

45

œ œ œ ˙
Sing to the Lord!

œ œ œ ˙

45

˙̇ ˙̇̇̇œ œ œ

˙ ˙

F

F

F

œ œ œ ˙
Sing to the Lord!

œ œ œ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ˙̇ ˙̇b

˙̇ œœbb œœbb

Œ œ œ œ
Pre pare, pre

∑

˙̇˙˙n ˙˙˙̇

ww
f

f

- -

17

CANTICLES IN CANDLELIGHT - SATB

  PREVIEW ONLY



24

NARRATION:

Hear these words of assurance from Jeremiah:

For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, they are plans for 

good and not for evil.  I am giving you a future filled with promise and 

hope.  

(Light the advent candle of Hope.)
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34

NARRATION:

From Luke’s gospel, we hear this account:

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a young 

maiden named Mary.  The angel said to her, “Greetings, you who are 

highly favored!  The Lord is with you.”  Mary was greatly concerned 

with his words and pondered what kind of greeting this might be.  But 

the angel gave comfort saying, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found 

favor with God.  You will conceive and give birth to a Son, and you will 

call Him Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins.”  

(Light the advent candle of Peace.)
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Tune: AUSTRIAN HYMN

by FRANZ JOSEPH HAYDN (1732-1809)

Arranged by  

JOSEPH M. MARTIN (BMI)

Copyright © 2014 by HAL LEONARD - MILWIN MUSIC CORP.

International Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved. 

Duplication of this publication is illegal, and duplication is not granted 

by the CCLI, LicenSing or OneLicense.net licenses.

Words by

CHARLES WESLEY (1707-1788)

COME, LONG-EXPECTED JESUS
(Congregational Anthem)*

* Part for congregation is on page 107.
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42

NARRATION:

Hear this encouraging declaration from scripture:

For behold, darkness covers the earth; and deep shadows over the people 

of the world; but the Morningstar will arise upon you, and His glory will 

be seen shining through you.  And nations shall come to the Light, and 

kings to the brightness of His rising.  

(Light the advent candle of Joy.)
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International Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved. 

Duplication of this publication is illegal, and duplication is not granted 
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54

NARRATION:

This is how the birth of Jesus, the Promised One, came about:  

Mary, His mother was pledged to be married to Joseph; but before they 

were together, she was found to be with Child through the Holy Spirit.  

Because Joseph was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose 

her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  But after he 

considered this, a celestial messenger appeared to him and said, “Joseph, 

son of David, do not hesitate to take Mary as your wife.  Her Child is 

from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a Son, and will call His name 

Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”  All this took place to 

fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophets, “A virgin shall 

conceive and give birth to a Son, and they shall call Him, Immanuel.” 

(which means “God With Us”)  

(Light the advent candle of Love.)
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JESU, JOY OF MAN’S DESIRING
GESÙ BAMBINO

TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM
SUSSEX CAROL

 and “Pastorale” from Christmas Concerto

Copyright © 2014 by HAL LEONARD - MILWIN MUSIC CORP.

International Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved. 

Duplication of this publication is illegal, and duplication is not granted 
by the CCLI, LicenSing or OneLicense.net licenses.

Arranged by

JOSEPH M. MARTIN (BMI)

CAROLS OF JOY AND HOPE

*   Tune: JESU, JOY OF MAN’S DESIRING, from Cantata 147, Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750

** Tune: GESÙ BAMBINO, Pietro A. Yon, 1886-1943

     Words: Pietro A. Yon, 1886-1943, tr. Frederick H. Martens, 1874-1932
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65

NARRATION:

From Isaiah we receive this word:

How beautiful upon the mountain are the feet of those who bring good 

tidings; those who proclaim peace, all those who declare unto Zion, the 

Lord God Reigns.  Break forth into joy!  Sing together; for God has 

redeemed us, and now all the earth will behold the salvation of our God.  

(Light the Christ candle.)

CANTICLES IN CANDLELIGHT - SATB

  PREVIEW ONLY



&
?

44

44
ACCOMP.

œœœ œœœ œœœ ‰ J
œœœ

œœ
œœ

œœ ‰ Jœ

With joyful confidence (q = ca. 82)

f

**
29 œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ ...œœœ J

œœœœ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

&
?

3 œ œœ œœ œœ œ .œ jœœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ
œ œ œ œ .œ Jœ

œœ œœ œœ œ œœ œœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ
œœ œœ

œœœ ..œœ œ ˙̇̇œ œ
œœ œœ

˙̇

&

?

&
?

..

..

..

..

œœ ..œœ œœ ..œœ jœœ
1.

2.

3. No

Joy

Joy to

to

more

the

the

let

world!

sins

earth!

The

and

The

œœ
.
.œœ œœ

.

.œœ
jœ

œ

œœœ ..œœ œœ ..œœ jœœœ˙
œœ ..œœ œœ ..œœ

jœ

f

f

6

6

CHOIR and CONGREGATION

S.

A.

T.

B.

œœ œœ .œ
jœœ

Lord

Sa

sor

is

vior

rows

come!

reigns!

grow,

Let

Let

nor

.œ jœ ..œœ J
œœœ œ

œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

˙ .œ
Jœ

œ œ œ ˙

-

-

66
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Words by
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JOY TO THE WORLD
(Congregational Anthem)*

*   Part for congregation is on page 108.
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71

NARRATION:

Luke tells us of an amazing event surrounding the birth of Jesus:

Not far from Bethlehem, there were shepherds living out in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flocks by night.  Suddenly, an angel appeared to 

them, and they were terrified.  The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid 

for I bring joyful news for all people.  This day in the city of David a Son 

is born to you.  He is the Redeemer you have long awaited.  You will 

find the Child wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”  

Suddenly, the skies were filled with angelic beings, praising God and 

declaring, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace and goodwill 

to all.”

When the angels had left them and gone to heaven, the shepherds said 

one to another, “Let us go to Bethlehem and see this wondrous miracle 

that has been revealed to us.”  

(Light the candle of Adoration and Worship.)
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81

NARRATION:

Consider this scene from the gospel of Matthew:

After Jesus was born in Judea, Magi from the East came seeking the One 

who was born King of the Jews.  They had seen His star arise in the night 

sky; and being scholars in prophecy, they realized this was a sign of great 

significance.  With great joy, they followed the star till it came to rest 

over the place where the Child lived.  They entered the house, and saw 

the Child with His mother Mary, and bowed down in humble adoration.  

With deep devotion and profound reverence, they presented Him with 

precious gifts and treasures, including gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

Even more, they brought hearts, filled with worship and praise.  

(Light the candle of Faith.)
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JOSEPH M. MARTIN (BMI)

Copyright © 2014 by HAL LEONARD - MILWIN MUSIC CORP.

International Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved. 

Duplication of this publication is illegal, and duplication is not granted 

by the CCLI, LicenSing or OneLicense.net licenses.

Words by

JOSEPH M. MARTIN (BMI)

For the Chancel Choir of First United Methodist Church, Uvalde, Texas;

Susan Lovelace-Gerrish, Director of Music
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NARRATION:

Hear the word of the Lord:    

I will make you as a light for the nations; that my salvation may reach to 

the end of the earth.

Arise and shine for your Light has come.  The glory of the Lord has 

shone upon you.  

For you once walked in darkness, but now you are walking in the Light 

of the Lord.  

You are the light of the world.  Let your light shine before everyone and 

reflect the glory of your heavenly Father.  

Live as children of Light!  

(Light the remaining candles to symbolize the sharing of the good news!)
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Incorporating: 
“The First Noel”

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
Arranged by  

JOSEPH M. MARTIN (BMI)

Copyright © 2014 by HAL LEONARD - MILWIN MUSIC CORP.

International Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved. 

Duplication of this publication is illegal, and duplication is not granted 

by the CCLI, LicenSing or OneLicense.net licenses.

A FESTIVE CHRISTMAS FLOURISH
(Congregational Anthem)*

*   Part for congregation is on pages 109-111.

** Tune: THE FIRST NOEL, traditional English melody

     Words: traditional English carol    
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Optional Ending

(For those churches desiring a quiet, reflective ending, encircle the 

congregation for a final community singing of “Silent Night, Holy 

Night.”  Gradually light the candles of the congregation, until the 

auditorium is bathed in candlelight.  Please feel free to adapt this 

moment to your church's own tradition.)
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